
 

 

The following goals and narrative arc were developed and adopted by the event Steering Committee. 

They are informational only and the product of a group process. They do not necessarily precisely reflect 

the positions or opinions of any member of the Steering Committee. 

 

Water Pavilion Goals 
 

1. Highlight the significance of water to the climate community. 

a. Define and communicate the importance of water for virtually every GHG reduction and climate 

adaptation strategy. 

b. Persuade the climate community of the importance of focusing attention on water-related 

opportunities and impacts. 

c. Explain the opportunity water provides, as a tangible, leading edge climate impact, to educate the 

public about the need to take climate action. 

2. Catalyze water-climate action through connection, science, investment, policy, and social change. 

a. Inspire and empower participants to take ambitious actions to become water-climate resilient, 

faster. 

b. Educate participants about the diversity of approaches to support climate and water resilience.  

c. Convey to participants how water and climate issues are diverse and complex, with deep social 

roots.  

d. Highlight how water-climate crises or risks can call attention to systemic social issues and why 

those issues can’t be ignored.  

e. Leverage commitments and lay out a process, feeding into subsequent events, to track 

accomplishment of those commitments. 

f. Build on and strengthen the international network of people working at the intersections of water 

and climate. 

3. Educate the water sector about the climate sector.  

a. Include speakers who can share how the climate sector thinks about key actions to save the 

planet and how the water sector can get involved in multinational climate policy. 

b. Convey information about water’s role as a GHG and what we know and don’t know about how 

water management strategies impact the water vapor cycle. 

4. Develop and distribute communications tools designed to further the above goals. 

a. Put forth ideas for others to use and extend. The learning before, during, and immediately after 

Water Pavilion will be captured and shared. 

 

  



 

Water Pavilion Narrative Arc 
 

Floods, hurricanes, sea level rise, and droughts are tangible experiences and examples of how water delivers 

many of the climate impacts to which people, communities, businesses, and nations around the globe are 

striving to become more resilient. Water makes climate change relevant in our everyday lives. Even less direct 

climate impacts, such as famine, forest fires, heat waves, and mudslides, are related to how humans interact with 

water. Moreover, water is essential to almost every strategy to sequester and reduce greenhouse gas emissions. 

 

As a two-day Affiliate Event during the Global Climate Action Summit, the Water Pavilion will highlight the 

significance of water and water-climate opportunities—inspiring community discussion and actions to mitigate 

and adapt to climate change in sustainable ways. With a focus on the skills and knowledge necessary to support 

action, Water Pavilion sessions are organized around four linked themes. 

 

1. Water-Climate Information to Action is based on the assertion that action taken to build toward climate 

and water resilience should be founded on good information—a simple assertion that is challenging to 

implement. What types of information should we consider? How might we continually renew data, 

scientific understanding, and insights, while maintaining a clear trajectory for action? Where has 

information been successfully deployed to inform action? This theme will integrate global examples from 

speakers and all participants.  

 

2. Governance for Water-Climate Resilience explores how, for long-term sustainability, we need to address 

who decides what actions to take, how those decisions are made, how conflicts are resolved, and how 

those affect who benefits. The theme explores water-climate governance myths, including that (1) the 

mainstream “toolkit” of ideas for addressing water and climate issues is all we need to draw from, and (2) 

water and climate issues are mainly engineering, financing, or management problems, or problems for 

government alone to solve. 

 

3. Financing Water-Climate Solutions focuses on how financial solutions and innovation can help achieve 

climate goals. This module will explore scalable water financing solutions to help cities, businesses and 

communities build resiliency in the face of aging infrastructure, rapid urbanization and climate change. 

Practical case studies and interactive discussions will highlight diverse perspectives from across sectors to 

inform new, collaborative approaches and advance progress towards the Sustainable Development Goals. 

 

4. Communities Creating Opportunity Out of Climate Change explores actions, at the community and 

watershed scales, with a focus on indigenous communities and green infrastructure, demonstrating 

how the impacts of climate change can create opportunity for more ambitious and sustainable action. 

This session will bring together communities facing climate impacts now and leading efforts to adapt and 

prepare, to protect residents during emergencies, and to recover. Speakers will share their experiences 

and guidance that may help other communities facing similar circumstances now or in the future. 


